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_JSF turns the corner

WAL PARTHERS
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The F-35 JSF program has turned
the corner according to Lockheed
Martin's executive vice president
for F-35 Program Integration, Tom
Burbage.

Mr Burbage told Avalon Airshow
media on March 10 that the F-35’s
flight test campaign is progressing

AUSSIE COMPANY
BENEFITS FROM JSF
WORK

Cheltenham based company
Metaltec Precision Engineering
has found that the best in the
world can come from Australia as it
conducts work for the Joint Strike
Fighter Program.

Metaltec is currently making
assembly/disassembly tooling for the
GE/Rolls-Royce F136 engine for the
JSF. It is has also been producing
JSF tooling for BAE Systems UK.

“Through our Aeratech joint ven-
ture, we have recently completed our
first spar tool for BAE Systems UK for
the JSF empennage. We're currently
awaiting purchase orders for follow-on
work," Metaltec's national business
development manager Michael Taylor
told Australian Aviation.

In order to complete some of its
JSF work, the company searched the
world for a firm that could build the
specialised high speed five-axis mill-
ing machine required. That search
led all the way back to Melbourne.
H&H Machine Tools of Campbellfield
is now in the process of building the
machine in association with Metaltec.

"It's amazing to think that two
Australian companies have been able
to show their capabilities in what is

{(Paul Sadler)

on track, and that the aircraft and
its systems are performing extremely
well. The systems “are proving to

be significantly more mature at this
stage of testing than those of past
programs,” he said. “Milestones
achieved in 2008 and 2009 contin-
ue to validate the F-35's continued

the biggest fighter program in the
world,"” said Taylor.

GOOD POTENTIAL
FOR Do228NG IN
AUSTRALASIA

Switzerland based RUAG
Aerospace sees a good market po-
tential in the region for its re-birthed
Do228, primarily as a utility aircraft.

RUAG has already sold five
Do228s to an undisclosed cus-
tomer in Australia, while it has also
sold six to a customer in Japan and
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success, including: the successful
first flight of F-35 BF-1 on 11 June
2008; deployment of F-35 AA-1 to
Edwards AFB with all tests ac-
complished ahead of schedule; and
recently, the successful first flight
of F-35 BF-2 on 25 February 2009.
The program remains on schedule
to deliver the first production model
F-35s to Eglin AFB, in 2010, and
to meet all services' 10C dates,
starting in 2012."

He also expects 2009 to be “a big
year"” for all the international JSF
partners, with all facing some major
decision this year in relation to the
program. “In the case of Australia,
it's the Defence White Paper release
and second pass review later on this
year,” he said. “Every single partner
country is facing a major decision
this year, leading to a firm decision
to buy operational jets in the next
couple of years."

Lockheed Martin has a full-scale
mockup of the F-35A on static
display for the duration of the show.

two each to customers in Argentina
and Mexico.

“We can see 15-20 airplanes
in this region over the next 10
years,” RUAG's Wolfgang Kofen told
Australian Aviation. He also said
that the majority of those aircraft
would be used in either utility or
specialist roles, such as maritime
patrol or cargo.

Local representative lan Blackie
also said that the aircraft “has good
potential” to replace the RAAF's
retiring Caribous, as it has good field
performance and soft field capabili-
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